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AGAINST AGREEMENT 
_ _ witha late Printed Paper, intituled 


Foundations of Freedome : 


TheAgreementof the 
"PEOPLE. 


V hereby. it doth appear, that the 


Particulars propoſed in the ſaid Paper are not: 
Foundations of Freedome, but of Tyranny and flaveryto 
the People; being deſtructive to Relizion, Laws, Li- 
terty, and Government ; againſt our Covenant 


and Proteftations, and very dangerous and ' 
unſafe for the Kingdom, 
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By W1LL1AaM 
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To the REaDaR, 


na z2ash Have no more to ſay to the Reader, but 
AN} Far That when I had conſidered the Printed 
9) (es  Paper,intitled, Foundations of Freedome, Or 
= @y a: Agreement of the People, 1 was very much 
Pea *R uniſitsficd with it, and fo were others} met 
with . And finding that the difierences upon it would fall 
out amongſt thoſe who are obliged to friendſhip and a- 
orcement both forthe good of the Kingdom andrheir 
own good, Irhovght it unthriftian and unſafe, to let ſo 
oreat dil-iatisfaQions lye privately heating together,untill 
they might ki:;.dle into an hotter flame of diſcontent, eſpe- 
cially it having ever been (as tis ſtyl) my opinien(which 
[ have not hid) thar differences in thiscafe ſhould be end- 
ed by Reaſon, norby; Oppoſition : And ſeeing the Pub- 
liſher of the Paper calls upon every man for his Reaſons 
again{t it, .I have here brought him mine under my hand, 
wherein although Iam ſen{ible that I may diſcover my 
own weakneſs and folly,yer I ever bating all private Con- 
trivances, Or todo any thing of publick Concernment in 
a Corner, have judged it more honeſt ( and that ſhall ever 
eo for wildom with me) to ule plain dealing, which ifit 
be ( according tothe Proverb) a jewell, Iam ſure was 
never more precious then at this time, 
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REASONS AGAINST 


A greement with a late Printed 
Paper, Intituled, 


An «Agreement of the People, 


——— 
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ef Be?,92, He Publiſher of this Paper called, Az Agreement 

yy © © 2, of the People, tels us, that it was tendered to the 
4 T NC , Conficeration of the Generall, and Councell of 
ep , 15 the Army; but before it was Approved by them 

CE” 7 ( which T hope it never will ) he held it jult tobe 
publiſhed, that men might offer their Reaſons 
Againſt it : Wherein he is fo ingenuous, that however both the 
Epiſtle and Paper might give occaſion to ſome perſonall Re- 
AeRtions, yet I will only give him fairly my Reaſons why I can- 
not Agree oe TaPeTs - having for the more clear proceeding fir(t 
laid down the: mvlt principall parts of this Agreement, which (as 
I take it ) is briefly, That the People Who ſhall ſubſcribe thu Paper 
ſhall Agree, To take away this Parliament, and to chooſe an equal 
Repreſentative conſiſting of 309.men,who ſhall have full power With- 
out the conſent or concurrence of any other perſon or perſons (either 
King cr Houſe of Peers) to make, repeal, alter, and declare Laws : - 
and that none do reſiſt their Laws or Orders upon pain of death, ex- 
cevs ſuch Repreſentatives expreſly violate this Agreement, and chey 
ſoall have power to chooſe a Conncel of State for the wavaging of 
publick affairs 3 But that they fhall not have power to continne in 
force,or make any Laws,Oaths and Covenants whereby to compel by 
prualties or otherwiſe any: per ſon to «ny rhing in 0r avout matsers 


FEY "Bs 


I Reaſon, 


(23-- 
of Faith, Religion, or Gods Worſhip, or to reſtrain any perſon from 


the profeſſing his Faith, or exerciſe of Religion, according to his 


conſcience in any honſe or place, except ſuch as are or ſhall be ſer 
apart for the pablick Worſhip, nevertheleſſe the inſtruttion or dires 
ting of the Nation in a publick way for the matters of faith,Wor ſhip, 
or diſcipline, ſo it be not compulſive,or expreſſe Popery,u referred to 
their diſcretion; With like reſtriAion in other matters of leſſe con- 
lequence, | 

I am very much unſatisfied with this Paper, both for the man« 
ner and matter of it, for thele reaſons. 

Firſt, Becauſe ic propoſeth, thar the people { or rather ſome 
ſmall part of them) without any colour of Law or Right,ſhould 
agree together to alter the preſent Government, and to take a. 
way a l:gall right from Burroughs co chooſe Members to the Par- 
lament; which admitted, they may with as much Juſtice and 
Right agree to take away any Law, or any mans life or eſtate, 
by which Rule we could injoy nothing but at the will of any 
rumber of men that would call tkemſelves The People. And upon 
the ſame ground that thoſe who ſhall ſubſcribe thu «Agreemens 


may call themſelves the People, might thoſe who ſhall refuſe to 


ſubſcribe ir, and thoſe who are not admitted to ſubſcribe it, both 
call themſelves the People, and at any time hereafter pretend 
like right to do the ſame, or like things ; which mult lay a foundati- 
on of certain Confuſions. Neither can there be aflurance of an 

ſettlement whatſoever ir this way, for what thoſe who call them- 
ſeves the People Agree upon now,they may alcerwiin a Moreth 


or ſooner if they pleaſe. 74 

Becauſe if there were a right by this way to alter the Go» 
yernment (as there.isnot ) yetit 1s not reaſonable to attempt 
ſo great a matter, the Conſequences whereof muſt be of ſo viſt 
concernment to the Kingdeme before the inconveniences of the 
preſent Government have been plainly diſcovered , and ſo- 
lemnly debated ; And being found out, tryall had been made 
whether by the prefent unqueſtionable power there might not 
have been found a remedy either by ſome Additions, or ſmaller 
Alterations, without putting things to fo great an hazard as an 
Attempt to make a totdll Alteration in the Supream Pown, 

mu 


all alt 


(NVC 


'(3) 


muit bring, and that without offering any Reaſon for it. 
Neither is there only theſe generall reafons againſt the whole 
Paper, but if the ſab3:& matter ot it, and the proceedings intended 
thereupon were lawfull, yet there are many Reaſons againſt rhe 
particulars in it, which I ſhall proceed with 
Becauſe it doth propoſe to take away ( not only this King ) 
bur all Kings, and the Houle of Peers our of the ſupream Judi- 
catory of this Kingdome, and that for ever, without ſhewing 
any neceſlity of it; which the Papiſts, Delinquents, and ill-at- 
feRed perſons amonglt us ( well perceiving how great a diſtra« 
Rion it would bring ) aid frequently charge upon this Parliz- 
ment as their deſign, whereupon to vindicate themſelves from 
ſuch aſperſions , they have made and publiſhed ſeverall Decla= 
rations, that they would not alter the Governmnnt of the King 
dome by King, Lords and Commons; And this Kingdome ha- 
ving had ſo many hundred years experience of this preſent Go- 
veronment, inthe moſt part of which time they having lived in 
peace and plenty 3 And-when any wars have heretofore haps 
pened between the King and the people, no ſuch alterations 
being ever defired orattempted. Itisnot imaginable that they 
will now dcftre to change it for they know not what, for ſo are 
all alcerations of Government untill the conveniencics or in- 
conveniencies be found out by experience, All I will further 
adde upon this reaſon is, that this poor waſted Kingdome doth 
not ſtand in need of fo preat a diviſion and diſtraQion in the 
conrle of all proceedings at home, and to incurre ſuch dangets 
from abroad, as would in reaſon be the Conſcquences of this Al- 
-teration, 
| Becauſe this Paper propoſeth the abſolute taking away of 4 Reaſon, 
the power and priviledges of the Parliamcnts of England, which 
weare bound to preſerve and maintain, not only as Engliſhmen 
but as Chriſtians ; moſt part of the Kingdome having folewnly 
{worn it to the molt high God, and one to another in the Vow 
and Proteſtation of the 5*> of Jay, 1641. wherein we further 
maller vow and proteſt, to oppoſe, and by all good waies and means 
d 4540 endeavour to bring unto condigne puniſhment all ſach as ſhall 
oweh either by force , practice, or Councels, plots, Conſpiracies , or 
put ST ———— —————_— 


9, Reaſon, 


6. Reaſon. 


(4) 
other wiſe doe any thing to the contrary. And likewiſe in the $0- 
lemn League and Covenant of 27:b of Seprember, 1643. not 
only we in this Kingdome, bur the moſt part of the Kinzdome of 


Scotland have {worn to preſerve the Rights and Priviledges of > 


the Parliaments in both Kingdomes. Now the Paper doth not 
only propoſe, to-take away the Rights and Priviledges, bur the 
Parliaments of Englandthemſclves,as they were conflituced when 
theſe Oaths were taken, to which the words according to the lite- 
xall ſenſe of them ( which 1s the rule of Oaths ) mult relate, for 
we could not (wear to that which was not, orto lomething rthac 
was only like a Parlizment : therefore no man (as I conceive} who 
bath raken either the Vow and Proteſtation, or the Solemn League 
and Covenant, can agree to this agreeinenr, unleſfe he dare make 
himſelf guilty of moſt palpable and notorious Perjary, 

- Becaule it propoſeth the taking away this unqueltionable Legall 
Parliament only by a forceable agreement, without any Au- 
thority : And in the room of it to fettie « Xopretentative which 
hath not ſo much as a colour of Legal! right : by which 
means, Although force and power may hinger this Parliament 
from aQing, yet the deing ot it cannot be taken away, but by 
the like Law that made it, SO as we tazll have a Repreſenta» 
tive that will pretend to a Legillative power, and a Parlia- 
ment who ought to have it both in being at once, which ma 
leade the Kingdome into miſerable uncertainties and4iftradtions, 


when any number that will make an Houſe of Commons, and any 


nymber that will make an Houſe of Pcers aſſembled in any place 
within Weſtminſter, will have more power tro make and repeal 
Laws then theſe Reprelentatives, Although all were done thar 
the Paper deſires. | | — 

Becauſe there is ſuch a deſperate encroachment u50n the Li-" 
berties of the people of England propoſed in the EleRion of 
this Repreſentative; it being a known Maxime in Lzw, that 
ro power could lawfully impoſe upon the libertics or proper- 


ries of the people of this Kingdome, but either by their particu 


lar Conſent, or generall Afſent in Parliamgne where every man 
is: repreſented, Bur by this Paper, as well all thoſe who have 
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(5) 
zarded their lives and eſtates in this cauſe (if in Conſeience they 
cannot ſubſcribe this Azreement ) as the Delinquents and Papiſts 
that are moſt of all obnoxious to the Law, ſhall be debarred from 
Ele&ing or being elected, yet they (hall have Laws and taxes im- 
poſed upon them, audby them who for number are the leaſt party 
in the Kingdome, ard by thoſe to whom they give no Conſent nor 
trult, which is as perfect ſlavery, as any Tyrant could impoſe upon 

them, 

Becauſe the declaring of Agreement with this Paper by. Sub- 7+ Reaſon, 
ſcription, Will not only be a means more to draw, but alſo to 
| keep thoſe waho nave adhered to the Parliament in this cauſe 
in parties, factions end diviſions; For after they are once all di- 
ſtizouithed by Sudlcriders or non ſubſcribers, it will make them 
mere urage One to another, and to Withdraw that aftteftion 
and contiicuce from each other thac 1s neceflary for them as 
_—__Chriſtiang, 40% 3+ wite men; Wko thould rather {findy how to 
fnde ont vas of Union tor their mutuull prefervarion azainſt 
the common Encmy, then take this courſe which IT fear may 
P1OYe a Way Of great danger to 03, beczule it Will encreafe Jea- 
loufics in thoſe who malt be non-{nb{/cribers, thar though they 
are Gow only mad2 uncapeble of publick rrat and employ- 
ment, yet they are not ſecure, but rey may be procceded againſt 
further afrerwards by the new Repreientative unto kigh ( if 
not the higheſt ) puniſhments ; which doubts and fears will en- 
creaſe, if the Supream Power be whelly put 1nto-the hand of a 
party who differ from them in principles of Religion and civill 
Government , and they tave no viſible fecurity betore-hand to 
enjoy Religion and their Liberties; the want of ſecuring where= 
of, as it made many of them refuſe to agree with the King, ſo 
will it binde them from agreement with any power on Earth; 
upon which ground it is to be feaced they cannot but look upon 
themſelves as under oppreſſion, both in their Liberties, Proper- 
ties, and Conſciences: Wherein I ipeak the more freely , that 
every man might labour and endeavour to prevent ſuch breaches 
&, eſpecially amongſt thoſe which fear God, and that none 
of them might Adbere to this Paper, wherein ir is eſpecially to 
be noted, that all the diliraRions, diviſions, evils and inconve- 
NICACES 


(6) 

niences thiat ſhall happen upon either ſubſcribing or not ſubſcri- 
biog, is only to thoſe who have deen united in this cauſe, the com- 
mon Enemy being thereby ſtrengthened, uniced, and kept from 
the teſt of this Subſcription, 

Becauſe this. will- tend to the utter ſubverting and taking 
away Magiſtracy and Government out of the Kingdome , not 
only by placing ſuch a ſupream power { under whom all ſub- 
ordinate do a ) as atleaſt will be diſputed ; And thereby that 
diſtance and reverence that God hath put npon his Ordinance 
of Magiſtracie being removed, it is like to fall into contempt ; 
Bur by this Payer the Laws and Ocders of this Repreſentative 
(hall not binde, or be of any force £ven to thoſe who agree and 
ſubſcribe to the Paper, For altaough it ſeems to put the penalty 
of death upon the refiſters of their Orders, yet there is one 
little exception that makes it lawfull for all men (eſpecially 
that have power ) to reſilt and diſobey them, the words are 
theſe : Except ſuch Repreſentative ſhall expreſty violatethss Apree- 
went; Which leaves every man to be a Judge of ir, there being 
by this Paper no other power intended to be above this Repre- 
ſentative to judge it; Nor doth it appoint either how, or by 


whom, this Judgement {ha'l be made; Therefore every man 
that will but tay they have broken this Agreement, and hath pow- 


er to make it good, ſhall not offend, bur juſtifie his diſobedience, 
oppoſing of theix Laws or Orders by force. And where there is 
this principle that Judgement is out of the legal] Judges; there 
can be no Magiftracy , Authority, or: Governmenr, Itis true, 
that (there being no perfection in any thing here below ) all 


Judges and Supream Authorities may erre, and doe evill, but if 


upon that ground apy multitudes ſhould be their Judges, is not 
the Reaſon as good and much more ſtrong, that thoſe multi- 
zades ( who cannot be jadged ) may err, and do evill, by how 
much they are 2&ed by fancy, and as they are poſſeſſed by 
others, And according to their ſudden and preſent Apprehen= 
Gons, rather then by principles, Reafon, or Judgement: neither 
are they. bound by thoſe conſiderable intereſts to ſeek the good 
and tranquillity of the Kingdome, that uſually thoſe have who 
are Called to be Judges; and eſpecially they are not ſo obliged 
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(7) | 
in duty to God, becauſe the Magiſtrates are called by God to be 
Jadges, theretore they muſt judge righteoully, as they will anſwer 
it co him upon higheſt penaltie, T he /ofſe of their ſouls. 1 might 
further ſhew, that by the Morall Law, che Law of nature, and the 
poſitive Laws of God, JuJgement doth wholly reſt in the Magi- 
{trate. Bur this point being only for the more abundant clearing, 
yer not of abſolute neceſlity to this Reaſon, I will infilt no further 
- upon it, there being enough to demonſtrate, That if no man ought 
to be puniſhe for oppoling any Law or Order of this Repreſenca- 
tive, if they break this Agreement, and that every man may be his 
own Judge whether they have broken this Agreement or no ; then 
2|chough there may be a colour, yer there is really no Authority in 
this Repreſentative: And if not in this, which is to be made the 
Supream,then much leſle have any inferiour Jadicatories that (hall 
atander them ; and fo that great Ordinance of God, Magiſtracy, 
whereby he preſerves kumane (ſociety, ſhall be taken our of this 
Kingdom. 

Becauſe this Paper allows a Toleration of Popery, only with 

a rcltriction to the Magiltrare, that he ſhall noc inſtru& or dire& 
it publikely ; Þut Both he, and all the people thar will, may pro- 
fefſe, and practice 1 in their houles, which isa large ſtep to ins 
troduce the pudlite profeilion of it ; etpecially teeing that by 
g3ining thus mnch, this juſt plea will lie for the freedome of it : 
That there 1s n5 reaion to except Popery, when choſe that are 
ouilty of Atheiſme, the Genyers of God, or any Perfon in the 
Trinity, The greateit biaiphemers, and curſers of God, with 
thoſe that profeſle any hereſie or errour have their liberty, and 
are not excepted, and theretore by tnelſe principles ( in Juſtice ) 
Popery mult likewiſe go out free, alrhough it may be judged no 
policy to ſpeak ir out ac this time. When I conſider this, toge- 
ther with the other parts of this Paper, which only tends to 
divide thole who have adhered to the Parliament and King- 
dome 10 this cauſe, and fee what care is" taken ( to the end we 
might be the better deſtroyed ) rhat nothing be propoſed which 
might divide the common Enemy aworgſt themſelves, bur 
they mult remain intire, and united ( which I did intend for a 
| diltiact Reaſon againſt rhe Paper, ) This 1s 2 plain diſcovery to 
B | me 
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me, that the whole was made and contrived by ſome] :ſuite with 
the advice of ſome of the Kings old Counſeltors,althouyh it is pol- 
fible that ſome honelt men may be cooiened into the aRins of it 
for them. But to return co the point, Here we have a Mapitlirate 
that hath neither compulſive nor reftriftive power in matters of 
Religion, bur both he and the people are freely left ro be of any 
Religion that they pleaſe, or of no Religion if they plesſe; yer 
the Magiſtrate ( it itftand with his diſcretion ) ſhall have a To» 
leration toipſtruRt and dire in a publike way ( all that will be 
inſtruſted and direfted by him ( for all are left to their liberty ) in 
matters of Faith, Worihip, or D:\{cipline, whereby he is at libercy 
to inſtra& according to truth, or in any error,lo that for the preſent 
it benot Popery, yet m cruth the veſt contrivance to build up Po- 
pery art laſt upon the ruines of Religion by Atheiſm ard prophane « 
neſle; which the more tt is conſidered, the more it Will be abhorred 
by all honeſt and godly men in the Kingdome, if | had morepati- 
ence I might ſay mach more upon this Reaton, but I think this is 
enough. | 
Becauſe it will leave 1re/and to the Rebels : and the Proteſtant 
party and Forces there, to milery and ruine: not only by cur diſtra- 
Qions, but becauſe the managing of the War of Ireland is in this 
Parliament, wherein the new Repreſentative will have no Autho- 
ritie, 

Becauſe it tends to divide us from Scotlasd: the particulars 


held forth io this Agreement being gireRly contrary to the decla- 


red principles both of that State and Church,and deltructive to all 
the faithfull in that Kingdome doth Miniſters and people;that have 
adhered to us in this Caule, 

Becauſe it deftroys the Cauſe tor which we have fouche, 
wherein fo many Novle and Galiant Gentlemen, and others, 
have not enly kazaraed , but loft their lives. The quirrell firſt 
beginning vpon the Kings impoſing on the Power and Privi= 
ledges cf Pagliament, and imtercuptiog their proceedings, Aﬀecr- 
wards thoſe that joined with the King in this Warre ( al;hongh 
was {o foul an act deſtraftive to rhe Liberties of the King 
dome, that they proteiled the contrary, yet it was apparent that 
they) did fight to deſtroy this Parliament; Therefore ro join 


With . 


(9) 
with others to. take away bis Partiament by 4 Iorcible Agree- 
ment, is todo the enemies work, and give them the Cauſe, And 
is againſt the great Truſt which hath been, and is given by the 
Parliament to all the Souldicrs that have had, or have Com- 
miſſions from them, wherein they are ſpecially intruſted ro 
hght for T he preſervation of this Parliament, And whea all Soul- 
diers do well copſider, that withoat the Authority of this Parlia- 
ment t=cir taking up Arms Were Treaſon, and their killing of men 
were murther ; and that it iS the Authoricy by which they have 
endemnity and preſent pay,and {ecurity for their Arrears, and thas 
as the chavge of Authority would make many queſtions in otker 
things, ſo would it do in theſe, It being alfo evident, that as the 
Parliament cannot well be wittout their Forces, fo they cannet be 
without the Parliaments Anthoricy, Upon all theje conſide- 
rations, the Souldters have reaſon tobe againſt this Paper, which 


propoſeth by Agreement to take away the Caule they have 
tonght for, 


Becauſe although there were a quiet poſteſſion of all that is de- 13, Reaſons 
fred 1n this Paper, yet it were not like to ſtand long, the intercits 
of all that are moſt conſiderad'e, ebtiging them to be againſt the 
keeping of this Agreement. For irſtznce, In reaſon all Kings will 
be againſt it, for they, and their Heirs, and Succeſlors are utterly 
exciuded out of this Goverament: The Peers will be againRt it, 
there being likewile an excluſion of the Houſe of Peers. The Soul 
diers will be againlt it, becauſe it offers forcibly to take away 
the Parliament they havetought for, whoſe Authority gave them 
a being as Souldiers, and under whole Authority they a&. The 
Magiſtrates or people of that quality capeable of government will 
be againſt it, becaulc ir leaves at the belt but the colour of a Magi- 
ſtrate, with no power bur fuch as 1s alterable, and revokeable at 
the pleaſure of any mujtitade, The faithfull and conſcientious Mi- 
pifters will Þe again{t ir, Tor as it gives them no protection, coun- 
tenaricc, incouragement, or aſlzſtance by the Magiſtrate; fo it 
leaves 21l rhetr people to the practiſe and profeſſion of Blaſphemy, 
Atheiſmme, Hereſie, Errour and Prophaneneſſe without controll. 

And ir is like that moſt of the Religious and diſcreet people 
will be againſt it , becauſe it neither provides for increaſe of 


B 2 piety, 
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Picty, nor give ſecurity for the injoyment of Liberty or Property, 


por hopes of Union, which might brivg a ſettlement and peace. 
And whart forts of people are left whoſe intereſt it would be to pre- 
ſerve this Agreement,1 leave any one to conſider, whether they will 
not be only tuch who becauſe they cannot bring themſelves within 
the prote&ion of the Laws «ſtabliſhr and preſent Government, 
will poſſibly fign this Agreement, that ſo they may bring the Law 
and Government to their wils and cortupt intereſts ; for fo jndeed 
they do that ſubſcribe this Agreement. No obedience being to be 
given to this Repreſentative, bur in their keeping this Agr: ement; 
and there being no other Judges thereof but the Subſcribers, who 
in thereſulr of all have che Law 1n their own wits ; Upon all 
which grounds, there is no bope that this Agreement if it weie 
made (as is defired) would either preſerve it felf, or that any 
who were moſt conſiderable, could be obliged ro keep it, fo 85 rc- 
thing could be expected from it but ro bea fonnlation for new 
confuſion, | 

I will cloſe thele Reaſons with this prot. lion, That T am far 
from arguing that this Parliament ſhould pot (19 this manner). be 
taken away out of any baſe or low end, that I might Rtilijcontinue 
a Member of ir,for 1 dare and do appeal to God,who is the ſearch - 
er of all hearts, that I know ne outward thing to befall me, that 1 
{ſhould account my ſelf more happy in,then to b: legally diſcharged 
from that Service, But in this way. to tear up the very foundations 
of all Governinent,and to rearup fo miſerab'e a rhing in the room, 
It þ:hooves every. true- hearted Engliſhman that ſres it to þ: {:n- 
fible, not for(his own, bat for the Kingdoms take : and that really 
{ſet me on work ar this time. 

I ſhall now onely adde ſome [ſhort generall obſervations upon 
ſeverall particulars I finde ar the end of this Paper prepared al- 
ready for this new Repreſcntative z. Wherein are deſires to this 
purpote. 

i hart no mans life be taken away but. for Murther. That no 
man be Impriſoned for DcÞbt : That no Tythes bz paid :.. Thar 
there be no reſtrition ( Which w no Regulation) of Trade, Thar 
there be no Lawyers, nor Law, but new Rules in Engluh, to be 
made by the new Repreſentative; And. twelve men in every 
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Hundred, to be Judges of ail caules ; who are likewiſe intend. 
ed to ſupply the Offices of all Mayors, Sheriffes, Juſtices of Peace, 
Deputics, &c. Theſe are the defires of them who labour for a 
new Repreſentative infteadof Parliaments, And it ſeems they 
tope to chooſe ſuch a Repreſentative as will grant them all. 
Indeed it thefe mult be-had, I agree there is a neceflity ( by fome 
means or other:) to take away this Parliament; for } belzeve 
thic they would never grant fach rhings, as the making of 
L3ws in tice favcur of Treafons, Burglaries, Felonies, Sodemy, 
Buggery, Rapes, and ſuch like abominations, from which the 
puniſhments of death is ( by theſe men ) defired to be taken off, 
clpecially conſidering that the mary good Laws which have 
been made under highelt peraitics (as now they ſtand) do not 
hinder nor deterre men from thoſe foule oftences which are 
daily and frequently committed in all parts of the Kirgdom ; 


and thereto: e there rather appears need of {trifter proviſton a- 
eainlt them. | 


n 


Bur when tne new Repreſentative {hall take theſe things in- 
to conlideration, they may finde that there will be no need to 
take away any penaltics from MalefaQor, by a Law to keep 


chem frem Juſtice, if they do bur grant the Hundred Courts as 
is Cefired ( who can vut fic kidome) and thereupon all Mayors, 
Skeriffes, Juſtices of Pcace, &c. who are Officers ever ready, and 
by Whole Autiority the Malefactors are apprehended , exatnt- 
ned, committed, zad brought to Jultice ; being taken away, the 
Oft.ndors are like to g9 free-withcut apy ſuch Law. Eſpecially 
When: thele Huporea Courts act the parts not onely of all the 
Lawyers, tut of al; che Judges in the Kingdome ; And all this 
Juttice ro de done, and lye in the breſts of twelve men in every 
Huadred, who may be choſen of men that can neither write 
reade, nor have any Eſtates reſponſable, if they ſhould be found 
guilty of Briberie, or any other high mitdemeanors : by this 
means We are like to have Jultice at all adventure, bc it right or 
wrong, It I thould goover the reſt of the atore-mentioned par- 
ticulars, I ſhould not keep my word, for there is fo much to be 
iatd againlt every of them, that I cculd not be ſhort, nor is it 
very neceflary to be done: for in the bare reading of them it 
B 3 doth 
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doth too much appear , that they are working to a univerſall 
 Licentiouſneſle, as well in the Civil State, as1n matters of Re- 
ligion ; by which liberty, all truth, and every mans property, 
With the Government which is the band of humane ſociety, 
will bedeſiroyed, I had thought to have cloſed here, buc I can- 
not conclude without 8 word upon that particular propoſed, 
that no Tythes be paied ; becauſe I beleeve that taking away 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel with their maintenance, lyes at the 
bottome of it : I fay ſo upon this ground. Becauſe I did yet ne- 
ver ſpeak with any man who was for the taking away Tythes 
from Miniſters, wirhout as good maintenance firſt provided in 
a ſetled and certain way ( which I could never yet hear pro-. 
pounded ) but he was for the taking away the Miailters theme 
ſelves; and therefore they will not allow tnat the Miniſtery is 
an office ordained by God ( altkough nothine be more clear in 
bis Word ) but call them State Minilters,or { as this Paper ) pub= 
lick Miniſters, as though they were onely by ſome politique or 
civill conſtitution, and mizbt be taken away ar pleaſure: then 
which, nothing can be more contrary to the truth ; nei- 
ther is it only clear, thar there are thoſe in the Church of 
Chriſt, whoſe office it is co be Miniſters of the Goſpel, bur like 
wile that by an ordinance of Chriſt, They that preach the Goſpel 
ſhould live of the Goſpel : And however it be oi a Divineright, 
chat Miniſters ſhould have a maintenance, yer the proportion, 
diſtribution, ule, and enjoyment of it is from, 2nd by a civil] 
righr, whereupon they hol and poſlefle their Tythes by the Laws 
_ of the Kingdom; and have as legall a Freehold in their Tythcs, 
a$any ma hath to his'T.and, And the Law doth provide tull as 
good a rcinedy to the Miniſter for recovering his righe of the 
Tythes, as to any Itmpropriator, or other man in the Kingdom, 
for any thing he injoyes. But che Paper faith, it is a gretvance 
and oppreſſion, I beleeve it is a grievance to thoie men that 
Miniſters live, or kave any thing ; But how comes it to bean op- 
preſlior ? Is it oppreſſion to pay to others what is legally due to 
chem? Theſe men may conſider, that if Tythes be caken from 
the Miniſters, or Impropriators, yet there is neither right nor 
Juſtige, rhat ghey by whom they are payabls ſhould have chem 
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to their own uſe, for they havenothing that might make or derive 
4 right or title to them, They never payed any Conſideration for 
them, they did nor purchaſe, nor were they converghed to them 
when their Land was voughtr, it was under this charge,that Tyrhes 
{hould be payed out of jt. In a word, there may as much be ſaid 
in juſtice, reaſon or <quity, why they ſhould not pay any quit 
Rents, Rent Charges, Annuities, or other charges that hes upon 
rheir Jand, as Why they ſhould not pay Tythes: And doe but give 
chem Tyrhes upon tacir crying out that it 15a grievanceand opprecſ- 
fion, 2nd they Will ina {hort time (IT am confident ) upon the 
ſame grounds, cry ont upon all other payments and charges out of 
their Lind g and it 1s like. the Rent to the Landlord will not be 
payed long after, for they will bz all alike a grievance and oppreſ-. 
f12n. | 

I doobſerve that there are two notable peeces of juſtice in the 
coniequence of this particular of theirs, 

Firtt, That the Impropriztor ſhall be fatisfted ( yet I know not 
how; where,or by whom } before his Tyrhes be taken away, Yct. 
rhe poor Miniſter that holds his by -as good Law and right ſhall 
have his fir{t raken from him,and play an after-game for his main» 
rtenance Which might gain their point 5 when by that means they 
mighr be driven from their Churches to go abroad to beg, becauſe 
they cannot work. 

And the other is, That thcy would have this new Repreſenta- 
tive to take Tythes from the Miniſters, to whom they belovg in 
juſtice and right, and to give them unto other people who have no 
right at all to them, And when they have got the Miniſters Tythes, 
then they propoſe that they may have maintenance, Provided al- 
v2ies, that Cit being againſt their Confciences) they may pay. 
:hem nothipg. Nor others pay any thing, all paymeuts being op= 
preſitye, and they are to have noching bur in an unoppreſſive way, 
By all wbich 1t appears, that they intend to take away the Mints : 
ſters, and get their means to themſelves for their pains. I donot 
;0 this plead my owa caſe, for I do and ſhall willingly pay Tythes, 
but I receive none. | 

I have thus lookt into theſe Foandations of Freedoms, and 
:0ld you in part What I have ſeep, wherein I muſt leave every 
mg Reader |: 
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Reader to his own judgement : I {hall only upon the whole matter. 
give you mine, That under the colour of laying new foundations, 
all the old Foundations of Religion, Parjtaments, Laws, Liberties, 
and Propertie: are ſtrongly endeavoured to be undermined, pluck 
up, and deſtroied. And all ths materials I finde brought to this new 
Rew building are ſuch ( in my judgement ) as only tend to Licen- 
tiouſneſle ; therefore it (hall be againſt my will if I live in it, or 
neer it,becauſe it hath no ground work, For here is a Government 
withcu: Authority, A Magiſtrate without power; If a Miniſter, yet 
without maintenance. A People left to be of any Religion, or of all 
Relistons, or of no Religion 2s they pleaſe, Ir is therefore (in my 
jadgement ) altogether unfurable to any who delire to live toberiy 
rihieouſly, and godly in this prefent world. Yer notwithitanding 
] wou'd not be (o angry with thote that ſhouid offer it, as to re- 
{olve preſently to fall out with them, I would rememyer that it 
hath {till been our enemies work to divide us, Eng/andtrom Scor- 
{4nd, and one from another : Let it iti]l be our work to unite, and 
not be fo wicked and unwile, as to ruine a righteous cauſe,and our 
ſelves with it, But let us lay aſide this Paper, and all dividing and 
party Projes,and make it our ſtudy how to fatistte and {ecure one 
another,that we may live in love and peace ; Which as it hath ever 
been my hearty deſire, fo it ſhall ever be my faichfull endeavour, 
and moſt earneſt praier to that God, who 6ut at all theſe fhakings 


;s only able robring a good ſettlement to this poor ditracted 
Kingdome, 
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